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vain; as for the writing, it will be very easy for him,
but the reading will cost him a little more effort.
The difficulty we had in explaining to him the secret
has somewhat delayed him; nevertheless, we hope
that in a short time he will succeed. You will be
comforted by receiving one of his letters; I give you
my word, at the outset, that it is all written by his
own hand. In exchange for this, we have profited
greatly, for, in serving him as Instructors in reading,
we have made for ourselves a good Master in the
language. When we ask him the initial or final let-
ters of the words, which are sometimes hardly dis-
tinguishable, he utters them for us very distinctly;
so he will be of great service to us, with the help of
God, in the conjugations. He has even dictated to
us several excellent speeches upon our Holy Mys-
teries, in a very logical sequence; but he speaks so
distinctly that you do not lose a syllable.

On the 8th of December, our Savages having re-
turned from their fishing, we decided to teach them
publicly. Now, since feasts serve as the great bells
of the country, we made one of these, to which we
invited the Chiefs of each cabin. The company num-
bered about one hundred and fifty persons. They
approved our plan, and, to hear them, they were
bound to come to our house at the least intimation.
But their fishing having [54] been very successful,
they were so occupied in continual feasting night and
day that we could not call them together before the
oth of January. On that day, then, the foremost
Captain, seconding our plan, made a feast at his
house, at the end of which he detained the company.
‘“ My Nephews,” said this good old man to them,
‘‘ remain here; we are going to hold a council; I am



